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Caged without exercise while drained of
:alclum for eggshells, the battery hen devel-
)ps the severe osteoporosis of confinement
mown as Caged Layer Fatigue whereby mll-
ons of hens become paralyzed and dle of
lunger and thirst Inches from theu- food and
vater.

Relentless manipulation has forced her to
)roduce an abnormal number of eggs -250
i year compared to the 12 to 24 eggs a
‘ear laid by her wild relatives, The beauty and
)eace of laying an egg has been stripped by
nodern genetics and caging to a squalid dis-
;harge devoid of dignity and full of suffering.
<researchers have described the frustrated
Ktempts of caged hens to build nests and
heir frantic efforts
o escape the cage
ly jumping at the
Iars right up to the
3ying of the egg.

Battery hens suf-
sr from the horrible
iseases of female
irds denied exer-
ise, including an
gly new disease
ailed Fatty Liver
{hemorrhagic ~

L

Syndrome characterized by an
enlarged, fat, friable liver cov-
er~d with blood clots. In recent
decades hens’ oviducts have
become Infested with salmonel-
Iae that, enter the formmg egg
causing food polsorung m many
consumers of eggs. Toxic
ammonia rising from the
mounds of manure beneath the
cages causes ammonia-burned
eyes, blindness, and chronic
res~iratorv disease in millions,
of hens, Even small amounts of ,ammonia
can ~e absorbed by an egg.

Every year in the U.S. millions of hens are
brutally Force Molted to adjust egg prices:
the producer deliberately starves the”
hens for a week or more to force them to
stop laying, Eating itself is a torment. To
reach the trough, the hen must stretch her
neck repeatedly across a fence that in time
wears away her neck feathers and causes
throat blisters, while the fine mash particles,
unsuited to a chicken’s mouth and oral
hygiene, draw bacteria causing painful mouth
ulcers.
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The battery hen is debeaked
once, usually twice in the
course of her young life, result-
ing in lifelong pain researchers
compare to human phantom
limb and stump pain. The hot
blade cuts through the sensi-
tive beak tissue impairing the
hen’s abdity to eat, drink, and
preen properly. Beak mutilation
IS done to reduce the effects of
compulsive pecking of birds
intended by nature to search
and peck actively for food, not

area about the eyes is

slt m prison; and to
save “feed cost,s, ”
because debeaked
birds can’t grasp
their food with the
eflclency of an
intact bird.
Diseases of Poultry
(1991] has
described a new
human-created
pecktng pathology m
caqed hens: “The
bl~ck and blue due

to subcutaneous ‘hemorrhage, wattles
are dark and swollen with extravasated
blood, and ear lobes are black and
necrotic, ”

At the end of a year or two, the hens are
ripped from the battery to the transport
cages. Many bones are broken. Half-naked
from feather loss, depleted of calclum, and
terrorized by a lifetime of abuse, many hens

in transit embody a state of fear so intense
they are paralyzed at the slaughterhouse.
Prior to head cutting, done without benefit of
stunning in the U. S., the hens are a mass of
oozing abscesses, tumors, internal hemor-
rhages, and flaccid fat making them fit only
for shredding Into products that hide the
true state of their flesh and their lives: chick-
en so!ups, pies, school lunches and other
programs devised by the egg industry to
dump dead laying hens onto consumers in
diced up form,
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